
City topay$450,000
in molestatibn case

By LquIm Tay}or
KEA>uu£««n sTA^ wAnn

• Four men ^ho claimed tfuit
UTUOfitOn police nnd'oiher offi
cialsknew bui did iiothini; about
rumored sexual molesuitiim at a
publicly funded youth pfO«ram
Jiave settled a federtil hivsuit
against the diy fnr S450.000.

Each of the four men who said
llwy \yere sodCraiied as.boys by
pro^m' founder Kon Berry..wiu
r<tedve $i12^ said Michael Baker of Galtio^

each man will

own court coslB '•

Baker Bald. ' r«mi 0eny
.. ^®ces a criml-m» Siiid Berry nal trial in

March on
lit theiSSOs .iix] sodotnv

chides. •when iiwy psir. ®
lidpfiltd in lleny's noivprufit Mi-
citi-Ciiy GoVenimcirt ediicaiion.-iI
and soda) program for inncr-cily
children. The polkx invcsllgalcd
some reports of sexual misoMKiuct
by Berry but did not buiTd a crinn-
nal cascagalnsi him until Jijy?.

Ikrry h&ids to criminal trial
in March <ni some of those third-
dcjO'txsodwny diargcs. That case
will he heard in L4neisvi]k: bufnusc
it Ims received an much publicity
in LcxingiofV

TIjc four men. wiiom the Her-
ald-Ijadw is not ruiniing buaud;
jlic-iicwspjiper iwniuilydoes nol
identifyalleged victims ofsexwil
iUifsiull. filed tlvn'r dvil hwsiiii in
federal court in 15)98.

"i lliiiik it is fair to say that a
settlemcnl alw.iys brings mixed
cmolions," said I).avi<| Frittitnan.
one of the pbiiniiffs' aiioinoys.
"You always comoroiiiise wlien
yog SMile; it is said timi tlu best
Bciilcnnent w one where neither
side is happy. Our cUeills are
happy that the case Is rcsolveti
but ihey have mLsappreltcnsjons,
too,"

BaJicr Slid the cily also had
misapprdicn5wn.s. Usdecision (o
settle was based on economics,
not by Jiny fear timt tlw govern
ment bad misbdiaved. Baker said.

See LAWSun", as

LAWSUIT: Mayor
says economics
drove settlement
From Page One

"In cnaes where you don't fcul
you did anything wrong, you
thiiilt ynu ought lb fight to tile bit'
Icf end." he said. "Hut Ute t.-conom-
ks Suinetiincs arc such that we're
just better off gutting it over with,
It is n sad siiuatkni nil around:
we're iuai relieved to gel ii ovts-
with and inOvd on."

The city ngrccvi tn the settle-
iueni aUiT it rualizL-d that tlic cost
of litigating a prutrdclud civil ciso
involving ncvornl Jawyeni coutd
tola! f<V more than the $450,000
sctlloineiii. I-Iad a jury Iwtiit] Itic
case -ind awarded uven juxt SI to
the pliiintiflk, the city wugld hiivo
been liable not only for its own
defeasc legal feus hut nL*m for
those accumulated by llic pbin-
liffs.
. Ls ivit sooivlhir\g that I

wnnlcd in do, bui ii is 0 lOughCOlI
I feel t have to tnake la protect
taxpayers niiancially." Ijtxingtun
Mayor I'am Miller stiid. "^riie|jen-
pic did n>)t hire me la gamble with
their money tin the outcome of a
lawsuit llutl lus the pulenibl nf

AWiav3ai "I idaaoa

exposing ntrr uixpaycTs to an
aivard of milJions in danuiges.'

Complaints ti? police
The four men in the federal

lawsuit said that the cily l\ad been
well aware llntt Berry might have
been having ecx with boys but
continued to fund his youth pro-
tcrnivi. Anving their allegations
was that Hurry's seerettiry, Jolirt-
lUir Mac Culicn, compbined to the
police about Berry's acts but ad
mitted she bore Berry a grudge
bcouse he1^ fired h^.

Tlie police acted on Cohen's
COmplnint mid gdlhcrcd a host of
runurs — but tuj hard facts, court
records showed.

ItecaiMc the slli>gaiions
siretdicd buck as far as 2$ years,
Mayor Miflur snid thaidu/u^ing
the city would have been a dif/i-
cull task: "The files are dusty,
mumurics are doudcd, and hiost
of tlte people invuluc-d are no
longer here."

TIk sclllcrnunt should be filed
in LLS. District Court next week
and ilicn Iw made official by
judge Karl l-'orrcslcr.

Tltc la^vsuh was filed as a
class action, but il vras never ccr-
tifiOd as Such by a federal judge.
I^ikur snid I'orresier should dis
miss the soil as a romuility nflcr
tlie scllicmeni is filed.
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