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City to pay §450,000
in molestation case

By Loulss Taylor
(HERALOLEADEA STAFF WAITER .

Four men who claimed that
L'cmnman police and” other offi-
cials koew but did nathing abayt
rumored sexual molestation at 3
publicly funded youth peogram
have settled 'z federal Iqwsuit
agzinst the city for $450,000,

Each of the four men who said
they were sodomized as bays by
program foander Ron Berry. will

receive $112,500, said Michae! Bak.
er ol Gallion, s
Bakey & Bray, [

the finn  that

repregented the
cily in the ense.
From that sum,
cach man will

own court cosla
ond legal fees,

‘ eurly

Uaker snid.

The four
men suid Berey
soclomized them
in the 1980s and
1990s
when Ihejr pur-

Ron Bany
faces g crimk
nal trial in
March an
sodomy
charges.

ticipated in Nerry's non-profit Mi.
cro-City Government educations]
and social program for inner-city
children, “The police investiyated
some reporis of sexunl misconduet
by Baryy but did ot build a crinyi-
nal case against him until 1997
. Merry heads to erimingl trial
in March on sume of these (hird-
degree sodeimy charyes. That cise
will e heard iy Lantisville becnuse
it has received so much publicty
in Lexinglon, .

The four men, whom the Her-
ald-Leader 5 not naming beciuse
glu-_ugwsmmr normully does not
identify alleged victims of sexual
assaylt, filed their dvil lawsuit in
federa) court in JOU8

"1 ilink il ig fair 1o suy (hat a
settlement always brings mixed
emations,” said David Fricdinan,
ang of the phintilfs’ auerneys.
“You alwiys compromise wlhen
you settle; it is said that the best
sctilement iz one where neither
side is happy. Qur clients are
happy that the ease i resnlved
but they have misapprehensions,
100,”

. Baker suid the city also had
misapprehensions. Iis decision fo
settle was based on econamics,
not by any fear that the govern-
ment had mishehnved, Baker waid.

See LAWSUT, A8
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LAWSUIT: Mayor
says economics
drove settlement

From Page One

“In cses where you don't {ra}
you dl anything wrong, you
think ynu ought {0 fight t the bit-
ter end,” he said, =But the ceononi
ics suinetisnes ore such that we're

just better off wotting it over with, »

It is o sad sitvation all arcund;
we're jusl relicved to gel it over
with and move on.”

The city agreed to the settle-
ment after 1 realized that flw cost
of litigating a protracted civil cise
involving severnl lawyers could
tetal far more than the $450,000
seitlement. Had i jury hewed the
case and awarded even just $1 o
the pliintiffs, the vity would have
been liable nat only for ils own
defense legal fees but alsn for
these accumulated by the plain-
tiffs

“This is nnt something that |
wanled (o do, but it s a tough call
I feel [ have to make lo pretect
taxpayers (inancially,” Lexington
Mayer Pam Miller snid. “The pen-
ple did nat hire me to gamble with
their money on the cutcome of 2
lawsuit that has the potential of

eXposing uur laxpaycrs to an
award of millions in dunages”

Complainta to police

The four men in the fedsml
Lwsuit said thit the ¢ity had been
well aware {al Berry might have
been having scx with boys bat
continued to fund his youth pro-
yram, Among their allegations
wius that Herry's secretary, John-
nie Mae Cahen, complzined to the
police about Berry's netz but ad-
mitled she bore Berry a grudge
becauss he had fired her.

The police acted on Cahén's
complamt and gathered 2 host of
rumars — bul no hard facts, court
recurds showed. ;

Because  the  nllegationg
stretched buck as far as 25 years,
Mayar Miller said that defending
the ¢ily would have bren a diffi-
cult task: “The files are dusty,
memuorics are clouded, and most
of the people involved are no
lunger here”™

The settlement should be led
in US. District Court next week
and than be muade offivial Ly
Judpe Karl Forrester,

The lawsuit was filed as a
class uelion, bul 1l was never cer-

tified as such by a federal judge.
Raker said Forrester should dis-
miss the suil ax o formality afler
the settlement is Tiled.
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